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HI all, welcome to another edition of artmilk’s ‘cream’ Summers in the air, time to work out what art books you want from Santa for XMAS. Sorry its been so long between letters, I have been recovering from a bad back injury. Well on the mend now, thank you for al your kind words and help, very much appreciated… Exciting news Artmilk announces its next art tour to Paris, May 2008, more details and itinerary available on the web www.artmilk.com.au, click on news at the bottom of the page. 
As always all your news, feedback and advice always welcome… note Icon workshop just in time for Christmas, yes you can make and finish one in a weekend workshop, some have completed three!
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                                                           Majena Mafe
about: artmilk is an innovative arts program and portfolio of services for creative artists and writers and indeed anyone interested in growing and generating their creative development. Artmilk’s services include mentoring, workshops and classes, and art tours. Artmilk supports, encourages and helps builds artists networks and communities. ARTMILK’S WEB ADDRESS…artmilks web address is www.artmilk.com.au 

www.artmilk.com will take you to another site altogether.

Majena Mafe (BA VArt Hon. MFA VArt.), the founder of artmilk is a visual artist, and performer, poet and writer, art and writing teacher, art-therapist, creativity consultant, mentor, career coach and artists advocate (phew) – I’m a gal with a broad area of interests that circle round creativity, passion and wonder. 

FOR ALL UP AND COMING ARTMILK NEWS AND WORKSHOPS PLEASE GO TO  www.artmilk.com.au and click on the NEWS BUTTON!!
inspiring quotes:  
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"Art is literacy of the heart" ~ Elliot Eisner 
“A dreamer is one who can only find his way by moonlight, and his punishment is that he sees the dawn before the rest of the world” ~ Oscar Wilde

“When I let go of who I am, I become who I might be”

~ Lao Tzu

“If we are facing in the right direction, all we have to do is keep on walking” ~ Buddhist proverb

"Good art is not what it looks like, but what it does to us."  ~ Roy Adzak

"If you don't like something, change it. If you can't change it, change your
attitude. Don't complain." ~ Maya Angelou 

" Revolution in art is to paint a new vase of flowers!" ~ Oscar Araripe 
"The job of the artist is always to deepen the mystery." ~ Francis Bacon

"Every artist dips his brush in his own soul, and paints his own nature into his pictures." ~ Henry Ward Beecher

"The function of Art is to disturb. Science reassures." ~ George Braque
news, announcements, exhibitions, grants etc:

[image: image4.jpg]



ARTMILK PARIS ART TOUR MAY 2008…irresistible Paris, another Artmilk special itinerary art tour is taking place. It will takes you into the world of art through first hand look at the Master painters sculpters and architects, of Paris and Europe, legendary artists who established so 

much of what is wonderful and inspiring in art today. This tour will lead you from the backstreets and show you where Picasso, Matisse and Rodin lived and worked, to their work in some of the most innovative and beautiful museums in the world.  The tour leader Majena Mafe will be there to instruct and inform you at every step, help you to understand the techniques and ideas that these and other artists were working with. As well as Paris’s galleries and museums you have the option of visiting The Versailles Palace and tour the private rooms of Marie Antoinette and her Petit Trion and Hermitage, we will go on walking tours of the left bank, shop for beautiful art materials, trip up the Seine on an evening cruise, taste some of Paris finest cuisine, and still find time for shoe shopping… 

Interested in learning Italian or Spanish? Maybe in advance of that art tour you have promised yourself in the future…
It's easy and fun it opens a new world whether you are going overseas on your next trip or have other interests such as Italian Art or Spanish Art or Literature, you will find these courses entertaining and full of cultural and language knowledge. 

8 week courses $320 (all materials included) I am a graduated in Spanish and Latin American Film and Literature and a fluent speaker of both Spanish and Italian. University of New South Wales. 20 years experience in adult education.   VICKY PINTOS   3392 7618
SWOOM DELECTABLE MORSELS by Chrys Zantis
VERY VERY Delicious and Creative catering for parties and events!!
p 32091842    m 0412630570
Desperate for some time away…a writers / artists retreat at YAMBA 
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Peace and quiet, few distractions, especially during
autumn and winter months.  A beachfront writers/artists retreat at YAMBA, relaxed coastal village in Northern NSW.

Beautiful accommodation with lovely views
available for a weekend or a week or more.

An ideal location to think, journal and have your own space. Hot spa, swimming pool, beaches galore. Beautiful scenic environment adjacent to National Park with long deserted beaches for inspiration. All you need to bring is your linen, food and art stuff. This oasis even comes supplied with inspiring cds. The balcony has fantastic views for painting, (a tarp will be provided). Air con and internet connection available.

See more here... and when contacting the estate agent, mention ARTMILK so
they will know you're an art contact
http://www.macqueenfn.com.au/index.cfm?pageCall=property&propertyID=343213

opportunities:
New Gallery in town…for outsider artists!
Brut Gallery  Outsider artists seeking proposals from artists for 2008. Ph Roger Hose on 0418871300 www.brut gallery@bigpond.com  37 Logan Rd Woolloongabba 
Now Open – Saatchi Online for Photography
You may now load up your photographs on this new Saatchi section: 

You are free to add your photographic work here as well as on your existing profile on Saatchi Online 

http://www.saatchi-gallery.co.uk/photographers/
2007 Arc Biennial - Brisbane, Qld
Don't miss out on the 2007 Arc Biennial. An exhibition, a forum, and an opportunity to change the way we think about visual art, design and craft: the Arc Biennial promises sustenance for the eyes, ears and mind. Free Symposium Program 12, 13, 14 October
Location: Gardens Theatre, QUT Gardens Point Campus. Visit Artworkers website for details…
classes / workshops: Icon Painting  Workshop  17-18 November  2007 9.30-4.00 using traditional skills and materials egg-tempera, gold-leaf and plaster panels
Icon paintings are beautiful objects, full of light and exquisite colour. While making them is a very ancient art dating back to the 9th century, the techniques, using original recipes and pigments, are very easy to learn. In this weekend workshop an instruction will be given to everything you need to know to create your own icons. Focus will be on learning the necessary techniques, how to model form, use the paint, colour mixing and applying gold-leaf. Your icons will be created on plaster panels that you can carve or embellish to echo the texture of the oldest icons. Both traditional icons and contemporary ones can be used as models for your own original work. No previous painting experience necessary...no really!! 

Cost of $290 (includes some materials and gold-leaf for one panel). To book a place in this workshop or for further information, please contact Artmilk. 

article:
When your ready…. HOW TO “GET IN” WITH THAT BLUE CHIP ART GALLERY !!!
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First are you ready for this step…really really ready. Is your work focused? Have you ironed outs its inherent challenges? If you get into a good blue chip gallery and can’t keep up with the pressure of regular shows etc, you will be dropped, probably for good. Other galleries will not want to take you on. Is your work resolved, does it have strength and integrity…does it have something particular to offer. How does it fit in terms of other art from the same genre? Is it ground breaking… brilliant in some way. A good measure is, is it as good as the best in the gallery you are after? Sometimes its better to wait a year or two strengthen your work and then show it, gallery buyers remember artists work for a long time…Is it excellent ?

1) go shopping for galleries…

Check out the galleries you would like to show in…if your work is abstract go to abstract galleries. Talk to the owners about the gallery (not your work). How it works, sales etc. Notice how they deal with customers. What sort of work is on display? What’s the lighting, street access, size of walls, etc like? What is the galleries policy on the type of work it shows? Does it hold and show works by major or unknown artist? What are the gallerist’s plans for the future of the gallery? How do they discuss the art market in town…positively?

2) do your homework behind the scenes…very important!!

Try to find out all you can about the gallery and the gallerist, you need to be especially interested in the financial state of the gallery. Are they selling works reasonably well? What sort of prices? Who are their clients? How long have they been in business? Who do they exhibit?  Who are they after? Get a list of their artists and telephone some of them and ask discretely how their dealings with the gallery have been? Do they pay up? What rate of commission, what do they give for that cut? Do they promote work interstate and overseas? How often they exhibit the artist etc…some artists will only get a show every 3 years, that’s a long time between cheques…This is all vital important info. You are likely to be with a gallery all your art life so it matters who you commit to…a lot!!

3) be prepared for the interview

Phone up and make an appointment with the owner of the gallery, research who that is before hand so you are prepared. Take a very good folio of work in a very very good folio!! The aim now is to trying to get them interested in you and your work, with a prospect of joining the team. Treat it like a job interview…know your details dates etc of training awards…Don’t ever winge or talk your work down, ever, ever, ever, you’re the works advocate. Don’t ever indicate that you are unconfident, unfocused, confused, desperate, unorganized, unprofessional or mad. If you are feeling this way… wait… fix this perception up, then go ahead with your career.

4) be selective about what you show... only best work

Only show your very best work, very well photographed. Only show work that is appropriate to that galley don’t take landscapes to an abstract gallery. Your research in the beginning should cover you here.  In your folio have a CV and an artist’s statement focusing on this work that you are showing and a biography if you like… not too many images no more than 10. If the gallerist asks you to leave your folio make sure your contact details are on it. Either way make sure you leave a card that identifies you either with an image or something stunning on.

5) sending out portfolios

Some galleries will not want to interview you. This could be taken two ways. They might be inundated with artists and want to cull then quickly without having to be nice. They also might only be interested in a short term relationship with an artist, and not want to reveal all their cards for some reason. If a gallery wants you to send them a folio instead of interview you, make sure you send a self addressed envelope, marked with your return address.  Don’t ever send originals unless you are confident you can get them back…make sure everything is backed up on your files at home. Call them up and ask what they thought, ask if they would mind if you kept them up to date with you work in the future, most galleries will say yes, if they say no you then know you’ve blown it and you could ask why.

6) working your career

All this takes time to prepare for, do it a step at a time. Make good informed choices all along the way. To change over from one gallery to another is awkward so choose carefully in the first place. Think about the long term and be ambitions.
The Joys and Challenges with Art Galleries

There are three or four types of galleries available for artists to show their work. I want to talk about them and their differences in brief and then point out some important things to keep in mind when you are approaching one for a show.
The main types of gallery or showing spaces are Vanity Galleries, Hire spaces, Project Spaces (often run by artists and artists collectives) and select or curated Private Galleries. 

In this last category these galleries vary in the type of art they show from traditional to blue chip contemporary and a mix of all that lies in between. Some of these will focus on a particular genre like landscape, aboriginal or contemporary art others focus on the tourist market… (eg The Rocks galleries in Sydney). These galleries (eg Jan Manton, Bellas, Phillip Bacon etc) will have a particular clientele in mind and will be looking to sell to art collectors and investors. They will ask and get high prices for work and will promote- (invites and catalogues, media etc) and support their artists in response to the artist supplying really great art for them to sell. For this support and the buyers they attract they will charge a commission on sales up to 60 or more percent. Sounds good, big sales, support, promotion, but these galleries are not necessarily and unfortunately not your first point of call. They are looking for mature professional well developed work.

You can and need to build your profile and get a name for yourself though showing your work in hire spaces first… like Doggett St and Circle Gallery…These spaces hire you wall and or room space for a period of time. You pay for the space, the opening costs drinks etc, the invites, catalogues advertising… yourself. Each hire space is different in reputation and price and some are better for your career than others. At the top end are hire spaces that have a good reputation of showing good work, being ethical with contacts, and sales. At the other end are galleries that are known as vanity galleries, not their name but called that because they will hire the space to anyone…regardless of the work. Unfortunately at times they are not always professional and or  ethical re contracts and passing on sales to artists. If they have a contact check that it is binding. They will often be evasive or unclear about their part of the bargain but will be very clear what you need to do, ie pay them. BE VERY CAREFUL of these galleries. You have a right to a contract, you have a right to know your work is safe in their space and that heath and safety wise the gallery is OK. If you have ANY PROBLEMS you can go to ART WORKERS ALLIANCE for info and support and ARTS LAW… for legal assistance.

Vanity Galleries are not good for building your career…try the more reputable hire spaces instead. You will need to have 2-3 hire shows under your belt before you approach a Private Gallery unless you are very lucky. And don’t forget to look interstate… Brisbane is in short supply of Galleries at present. 

Even regional galleries (sort of cross between a project and a hire space) need to be watched carefully with contracts. They do not always abide by the ones they have you sign…

Always check out a gallery and its director’s reputation where you can, and pass on the experiences you have had to other artists so that they either enjoy the joys or avoid the challenges of showing with that particular art gallery or space.

Last but not least are Project Spaces… often run by artists they are run at a minimal cost to the artists exhibiting, they make no profit and are mainly concerned with showing emerging or innovative contemporary work…(think UNPLACE Project).  Regional Galleries are sort of a subset of Project Spaces but increasingly these charge for space. But the good ones are great.

BE PATIENT       SHOP AROUND        ALWAYS GET A CONTRACT 
  
BUILD YOUR CAREER OVER TIME APPLY FOR GRANTS TO FUND YOUR HIRE SHOWS

GET SPONSORHIP $        GET GREAT PUBLICITY       KEEP WORKING ON YOUR PR

Artmilk mentoring offers advice and help with all this….and more

info@artmilk.com.au or ph33531741

mentoring: artmilk mentoring for individual artists

10% discount for first consultation if you are an Artworkers Member

Artmilk mentoring is a unique service that assists artists to focus and develop their creative practices, solve problems they might be having both technical or conceptual, prepare portfolios, artist statements and other support material,  supports in the process of obtaining gallery representation, applying for grants and scholarships, working with dealers and developing short and long term artistic goals. Mentoring for artists is a very efficient tool for those seeking professional creative development and launching rich artistic careers. Cost of an hourly session is $65.00 
Artmilk on the Phone- Mentoring and Artist Career Phone Consultations 

Phone consultations are $65 per hour plus the cost of the call.
 
 ‘In your studio’ artmilk consultations (within Brisbane)

Visits to artist’s studios can now also be arranged for in depth feedback on large or current work. Cost is $85.00 per hour.
great web sites:
www.droppingknowledge.org 

A site where people from all cultures, backgrounds and belief systems can ask questions and receive answers from multiple viewpoints. A global initiative to support the free and open sharing of knowledge. “If we stop believing in peace, does it disappear?” – Monica Rayo de luz, Los Angeles
http://www.bibliodyssey.blogspot.com/
the best most luscious web site I’ve ever seen covering illustration across the ages heaps of etchings and odd stuff… its well worth looking in the past posts as well…

http://www.edutopia.org/online-gallery-rare-art
all about the creator of the above

For heaps of art information www.artmilk.com.au is the place to go…

If you or a friend would like to be added to this monthly newsletter list just drop me a line and I’ll put up on the list…and or to send in your feedback or ideas… (all of it, really really welcomed and appreciated), or if you wish to unsubscribe…

contact Majena Mafe on (07) 33531741, or email: info@artmilk.com.au









